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The Business for Goals (B4G) Platform develops Green Transformation of Turkish Industry 
Programme to accelerate the adaptation of Turkish Industry to the European Green Deal (EGD). 
In the context of this program: 

1. Advocacy is pursued that national strategies, action plan and mechanisms are structured 
in favour of the Turkish industry by following relevant international processes and legal 
regulations. 

2. It is aimed to adapt the Turkish industry to Carbon Border Adjustment (CBA), enhance 
the level of transition to circular economy and digitalisation. Under the capacity building 
component developed to contribute to green transformation of businesses: 

a. Awareness-raising activities will be conducted for priority sectors and supply 
chains; 

b. Access to information will be provided on sectorial strategy, action plan and 
guidelines; 

c. Inter-sectoral transfer of knowledge and experience will be supported; 

d. One-to-one consultancy support will be provided to businesses to implement 
individual roadmaps to be developed specifically for businesses; 

e. Solutions to facilitate the use of green technologies by companies will be offered; 

f. The labour force will be equipped with green skills.  

The determination of the current situation and needs of priority sectors and supply chains 
identified by EGD is critical for the Programme to develop effective solution processes. Green & 
Circular Economy Working Group (GCE-WG) was established to develop practices and 
expertise to accelerate green transformation with the call made to the umbrella organisations and 
specialised organisations of priority sectors identified in the focus of CBA and circular economy. 
In addition, the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is also structured. 

The first meeting of GCE-WG was held on 26 July 2021 with the participation of 26 
representatives from 15 entities. In line with the decision made in the first meeting, new entities 
and their representatives was invited to the second meeting held on 7 September 2021, Tuesday 
in line with WG’s objective of including all representatives of priority sectors in that process; 
WG obtained a structure encompassing 20 entities as a result of the second meeting. 

  



 

DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Briefing on the developments in EU and Turkey: 

The preparations and activities of WG members were evaluated in the context of important legal 
processes that occurred in EU and Turkey in July 2021. 

1) The European Commission started a feedback process regarding CBAM draft after 
submitting green package draft called “Fit for 55” including CBA on 14 July. T.R. Ministry 
of Trade prepares the country opinion as is in the determination process of CBAM content. 
Private sector entities and sectoral organisations can directly submit their opinions to the 
European Commission until 5 October 2021 as well as contribute to the country opinion.  
a) B4G called WG members to prepare a common view; emphasis was placed on the 

importance of a study to collect views of different sectors by the participants. The 
Packaging Manufacturers Association stated that they were preparing a study to 
contribute both the country opinion and the opinions of umbrella organisations and that 
they could share that study with WG. TUSIAD also stated that they continue to feedback 
studies and that they could share their written views with WG after completing their 
studies.  

2) Main headings, CBA, Green & Circular Economy, green finance, diplomacy and EGD 
information and awareness-raising activities, of EGD Action Plan which Turkey declared on 
16 July to comply with EGD overlap with objectives determined in the context of Green 
Transformation of Turkish Industry Programme. 
a) B4G initiated discussions with public entities to make use of the cooperation 

opportunities in the context of national EGD Action Plan. Joint work opportunities were 
evaluated in the detailed impact and needs analysis action for the sectors planned for 
2022 Q2 in the first meeting with the Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation 
Department of Zero Waste.  

b) The Business Council for Sustainable Development Turkey (BCSD Turkey) stated that 
they attended the Private Sector Consultative Meeting held by the Ministry of Trade and 
expressed their opinion on the fact that detailed studies should be conducted by 
establishing specialised commissions. TUSIAD added that studies were conducted in this 
regard and the views could be shared with WG. The Turkish Exporters Assembly 
expressed their opinion on prioritizing Action Plan headings which could be CBA, 
circular economy and finance.  

c) The representative of SEFIA expressed that EGD Action Plan should be considered as a 
component of Turkey’s green transformation not only as a reaction to EGD.  

Information on activities of B4G Programme:  

• B4G held the first Circular Economy Week event of Turkey in 34 sessions with 117 
speakers in March 2021 in partnership with DCube Circular Economy Cooperative and 
CBAM. The second Circular Economy Week is aimed to be held in March 2022. B4G 
called WG participants to implement an inclusive and wide-ranging event. 

• For the purpose of disseminating awareness and knowledge regarding EGD and national 
Green Deal Action Plan processes, the Platform: 
o Prepares for the design and dissemination of online training courses on Green Deal 

in the context of “I can Manage my Business” project implemented by 
TURKONFED with Visa, 30 member banks and 3 e-money entities. 



 

o Discusses with Vodafone for reducing carbon footprint, increasing efficiency and 
disseminating green technologies to facilitate the transition to circular economy in 
the world of work. 

o Examines New Unicorn enabling businesses to track carbon emissions of businesses 
in digital environment, and ‘Cradle to Cradle' methodologies supporting the 
circularity of products. 

o Works on a project which will be implemented to strengthen the preparation and 
intervention capacity of private sector for understanding the risks arising from 
climate change by the world of work and adaptation of current production systems. 
It particularly aims to provide skills for the management of climate risks against 
water, soil, raw material, energy stress of agriculture, tourism and key industries. 

o Prepares the pool of supporting experts so that the companies can determine their 
green transformation roadmaps and accordingly redesign their operations.  

Information sharing by participating entities on their work on EGD and CBA 

• PAGDER emphasized that work recycling, waste imports and carbon emission continued 
in committees and WGs, and stated that they created a proactive and executive structure. 

• The Mediterranean Exporters' Associations stated that they would undertake a study on 
the evaluation of waste and biomasses with thermochemical transformation technologies 
specific to circular economy with Istanbul Technical University (ITU) and Centre for 
Synthetic Fuels. It added that the sustainable products initiative of Turkish Exporters 
Assembly and training and webinars for exporters associations to raise awareness of 
member exporters were continuing. 

• The Turkish Steel Producers' Association emphasized that they supported R&D projects 
as a funder regarding the recovery of waste and particularly steel-making slag in the 
context of circular economy. The project was completed on using slag as 
subsurface/foundation filler for roads; and projects were continuing on using slag as filler 
at coastal ports, ballast for railroads, and soil regulator for fertilizers. It added that the 
opportunities to reduce carbon in Environment and Energy Committees were 
investigated and that the cooperation was continuing with other associations and public 
entities.  

• TUSIAD stated that they were preparing a project work and position paper in the context 
of circular economy studies. It emphasized that the position paper included various steps 
and recommendations to show deficiencies of member organisations in transition process 
to circular economy model.  

• Sinan Tandoğan, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Consultant, stated that a study to 
develop a tool was continuing to develop, measure and evaluate social benefit capacity of 
techno initiatives with a group of researchers and universities. He added that the tool to 
map would be a guide for both technology producers and investors.  

• CBAM emphasized that they gave trainings to different sectors to develop business 
models compatible with circular economy. They stated that there were still training series 
to be delivered with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

• The Association of Turkish Construction Material Producers stated that the studies on 
EGD and circular economy were continuing in Sustainability and Environment-Friendly 
Material Committees. Accordingly, they added that they held a 5-week training series for 
industrialist members, large companies and SMEs.  



 

Recommendations of participants: 

• The necessity of circular economy model was pointed out by emphasizing the large share 
of the energy sector and manufacturing industry in carbon emission production. 
Emphasis was placed on the importance of resource efficiency, reduction of raw 
materials and waste transformation and it was recommended to encourage businesses for 
sustainability analysis and carbon footprint measurement. The importance was repeated 
of creating a pool of experts which companies could consult.  

• Emphasis was placed on the need for more training to inform and mobilise businesses on 
green transformation and circular economy; it was stated that the companies needed help 
to create a roadmap. 

• It was stated that the call of TUBITAK 1512 Entrepreneur Support Program on Green 
Growth could be useful.  

• While the participation of large scale companies in the trainings held was pointed out, it 
was stated the participation of SMEs in those trainings was low. Accordingly, it was 
recommended to encourage SMEs for the trainings on green transformation and circular 
economy. 

• It was stated that it would be useful to develop R&D projects and to convey them into 
legislation. 

• It was pointed out that it could be effective to create a position paper which will represent 
sectors to be affected from Circular Economy Action Plan.  

• It was recommended to compile present studies on green transformation into an 
inventory. 

• It was recommended that the targets of WG be clarified; awareness/expertise be provided 
to the industry and/or discuss how advocacy studies for decision-makers would be 
prioritised.  

Determination of working methodology: 

• It was decided that a working methodology should be determined so that GCE-WG could 
functionally act and undertake studies in a planned way. It was decided to report the 
views on the Executive Board, Sectoral Commissions and Secretariat planned to be 
established accordingly in the meeting or in writing. 

• The Turkish Corrugated Cardboard Industrial Association (OMÜD) expressed that 
sub-commissions should be established according to topics or sectors and the Executive 
Board should follow the studies.  

 

  



 

Annex-1: List of Participants 

Participants of the Second Meeting of GCE-WG  

FULL NAME ENTITY 

Şükrü ÜNLÜTÜRK Business for Goals Platform 

Nezahat YILDIRIM Business for Goals Platform 

Başak DEMİR Business for Goals Platform 

Simay KARDEŞ Business for Goals Platform 

Güneş AKSOY Business for Goals Platform 

İdil Dilan ÖĞÜT Mediterranean Exporters' Associations 

Aslıhan ARIKAN Packaging Manufacturers Association 

Berna AŞIROĞLU DCube Circular Economy Cooperative 

Gülcan ERGÜN DCube Circular Economy Cooperative 

Firuze ALPAYDIN Global Compact Turkey 

Sinan TANDOĞAN Innovation and Entrepreneurship Consultant (ex-TÜBİTAK) 

Oğuzhan AKINÇ Interactive Environment 

Şeyda DAĞDEVİREN HILL Business Council for Sustainable Development Turkey  

Konca ÇAKIVİK Business Council for Sustainable Development Turkey 

Günsu ÇAKMAK Business Council for Sustainable Development Turkey 

İpek İŞBİTİREN Turkish Fruit Juice Industry Association (MEYED) 

Umay YILMAZ Turkish Corrugated Cardboard Industrial Association 
(OMÜD) 

Murat İNKÜN Plastic Industrialists' Association (PAGDER) 

Ali Alper OLGUN Plastic Industrialists' Association (PAGDER) 

Bengisu ÖZENÇ Sustainable Economics and Finance Association 

Erol METİN Turkish Aluminium Industrialists Association (TALSAD) 

Serpil ÇİMEN Turkish Steel Producers' Association 

Canan DERİNÖZ GENCEL Turkish Cement Manufacturers' Association 

Kübra ULUTAŞ Turkish Exporters Assembly 

Aygen ERKAL Association of Turkish Construction Material Producers 

Nurşen NUMANOĞLU TUSIAD 

Betül SOYSAL TUSIAD 

Emre METİN USB Certification 

 


