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The Business for Goals (B4G) Platform develops Green Transformation of Turkish Industry 
Programme to accelerate the adaptation of Turkish Industry to the European Green Deal (EGD). 
In the context of this program: 

1. Advocacy is pursued that national strategies, action plan and mechanisms are structured 
in favour of the Turkish industry by following relevant international processes and legal 
regulations. 

2. It is aimed to adapt the Turkish industry to Carbon Border Adjustment (CBA), enhance 
the level of transition to circular economy and digitalisation. Under the capacity building 
component developed to contribute to green transformation of businesses: 

a. Awareness-raising activities will be conducted for priority sectors and supply 
chains; 

b. Access to information will be provided on sectorial strategy, action plan and 
guidelines; 

c. Inter-sectoral transfer of knowledge and experience will be supported; 

d. One-to-one consultancy support will be provided to businesses to implement 
individual roadmaps to be developed specifically for businesses; 

e. Solutions to facilitate the use of green technologies by companies will be offered; 

f. The labour force will be equipped with green skills.  

The determination of the current situation and needs of priority sectors and supply chains 
identified by EGD is critical for the Programme to develop effective solution processes. 
CBA-WG was established to develop practices and expertise to accelerate green transformation 
with the call made to the umbrella organisations and specialised organisations of priority sectors 
identified in the focus of CBA and circular economy. In addition, the Green & Circular Economy 
Working Group (GCE-WG) also continues its activities. 

 

DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Information on EGD and developments in Turkey: 

The WG Chairperson Bengisu Özenç gave brief information on EGD and Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). Accordingly: 

• Our country will be faced with a new practice by 2023. There is a practice of pricing 



carbon content of products imported by the European Union. It was stated that the cost 
calculated over the carbon content exported to EU by 2026 would be priced in the 
practice for which the case file would be developed by 1 January 2026. In the first stage, 
it was planned to price Scope 1 emissions in 5 products: iron-steel, aluminium, fertilizer, 
cement and electricity. However, Scope 2 emissions are expected to be priced in the 
upcoming period. 

• In recent weeks, the fact that our country ratified Paris Agreement and emphasized net 
zero emissions target by 2053 shows that emissions in the sector will be handled 
differently. The CBAM Adaptation Strategy should be henceforth considered in the 
framework of Turkey’s achieving its net zero carbon target, not just for the products 
exported to EU.  

• Our country aims the emissions equivalent to 80 million tonnes of Carbondioxide (under 
the assumption that current sink volume remains constant) with 2053 net zero target. 
When this situation is compared with the data of 2019, it means a 25% of reduction in 
emissions by 2030 as intermediate target. Reduction of our carbon emissions, starting 
from coal, appears as an achievable target. Our country should draw a path with 
intermediate targets towards 2053 and should create an emission trade system in 
coordination with this path. 

Information on B4G and Green Transformation of Turkish Industry Programme: 

• The Chairperson of Executive Board of B4G Platform Şükrü Ünlütürk gave brief 
information on B4G and Green Transformation of Turkish Industry Programme. 

Information sharing by participating entities on their work on EGD and CBA: 

• TUSIAD stated that it contributed to the ratification process of Paris Agreement with its 
reports. It emphasized that it conducted a modelling study involving 24 sectors at the 
centre of CBA. TUSIAD reported that its work continued on the requirements and 
challenges of that adjustment. The work on emission reduction was also continuing and it 
could share them with WG. Adding that it delivered an evaluation of emission reduction 
and adaptation to TGNA, TUSIAD emphasized that the evaluation included analyses 
envisaging a date for de-commissioning coal-fired power plants.  

• KalDer [the Turkish Society for Quality] stated that it worked with a SME-based 
development model. It emphasized that its studies focused on sustainability this year. It 
added that a sustainability committee was established for this purpose and that the 
committee has 6 sub-committees. The committee meeting to be held in November would 
focus on the agricultural aspect of sustainability. Noting that KalDer was ready to 
contribute with its members, it emphasized that the management philosophy should be 
changed in SMEs.  

• The Green Energy Association stated that it aimed to support energy independency and 



climate change response of the country. It emphasized it held approximately 60 events 
and managed various EU projects in this respect. It undertook its last project called 
Sustainable Civil Society Dialogue for Sustainable Development with an NGO called 
Kyoto Club from Italy. Regarding CBAM, it stressed that the investors were not 
informed on what kind of rights they had in terms of legislation. In this context, it pointed 
out that it could support in terms of raising awareness and informing on legislation in the 
field of renewable energy. It stated that the regular implementation of zero waste project 
was important in companies. 

• The Turkish Steel Producers' Association emphasized that not only steel sector but also 
many sectors would have difficulties in case of including Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions 
in CBAM and that an unfair competition would occur with Europe. It stated that the free 
allocation practice existing in Europe should be implemented at the beginning of national 
ETS in our country. It stated that it exchanged opinions with industrial organisations and 
conducted analyses studies in Partnership for Carbon Markets Readiness project. It added 
that our country needed emission trade system and consistent policies. 

• The Aegean Exporters' Associations stated that they established a sustainability unit to 
increase awareness of their members in terms of EGD, sustainability, circular economy 
and waste management. They emphasized the funding needs at SME scale. They added 
that as an institution affiliated with the Ministry of Trade, they conducted a study on 
including these subjects in state aids. Indicating that they aimed to establish an exporters’ 
association specific to renewable energy equipment, they emphasized that the work on 
carbon pricing mechanism should be accelerated.  

• Emphasizing that she took part in WG for Green Transformation of SMEs in the South 
Asia region under IFC, Esra Kıvrak from the banking sector pointed out the problems 
experienced by SMEs in that process. She emphasized that Taxonomy was critical for 
SMEs and finance institutions. She informed that a study about that subject started under 
the leadership of the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey. She stated that SMEs 
needed access to funding to implement that transformation and there was no assessment 
to play a major role in this process.  

• The Association of Fertilizer Manufacturers, Importers and Exporters informed on the 
new adjustments brought by EGD and CBAM to the fertilizer and agriculture sector. 
Emphasizing the need for a detailed study on adjustments, it pointed out the importance 
of education in transformation of agricultural field. It emphasized the need for funding of 
the sector for the adjustments to be made.  

• The Turkish Foundry Association stated that various information awareness-raising 
activities were continuing under EGD-WG. In that WG, 10 plants conducted a pilot study 
to see carbon footprint size. It emphasized the need for information on renewable energy 
use. 



Determination of working methodology: 

• It was decided to invite entities which WG participants found important to increase the 
productivity of CBA-WG. 

• It was decided that a working methodology should be determined so that CBA-WG could 
functionally act and undertake studies in a planned way. Accordingly, it was stated that a 
form would be delivered to WG participants, in which they could share their opinions and 
recommendations before the next meeting. 

Annex-1: List of Participants 

Participants of the Second Meeting of GCE-WG 
FULL NAME ENTITY 
Şükrü ÜNLÜTÜRK Business for Goals Platform 
Nezahat YILDIRIM Business for Goals Platform 
Başak DEMİR Business for Goals Platform 
Simay KARDEŞ Business for Goals Platform 
Güneş AKSOY Business for Goals Platform 
Bengisu ÖZENÇ Business Council for Sustainable Development Turkey 
Esra KIVRAK Banking Sector 
Tolga ŞALLI Green Energy Association 
Çiğdem ÖNSAL Aegean Exporters' Association 
Firuze ALPAYDIN Global Compact Turkey 
Özge BAYKARA Global Compact Turkey 
Münevver BAYHAN Global Compact Turkey 

Metin GÜNEŞ Association of Fertilizer Manufacturers, Importers and 
Exporters 

İpek İŞBİTİREN Turkish Fruit Juice Industry Association (MEYED) 
Serpil ÇİMEN Turkish Steel Producers' Association 
Tunçağ ŞEN Turkish Foundry Association 
Yılmaz BAYRAKTAR Turkish Society for Quality 
Sabri BÜLBÜL Turkish Society for Quality 
Aygen ERKAL Association of Turkish Construction Material Producers 
Nurşen NUMANOĞLU TUSIAD 
Hansın Doğan UNDP 

 


