
 

 

 
 

Green Transformation of Turkish Industry Programme  

Second Meeting of Carbon Border Adjustment Working Group (CBA-WG)  

Meeting Minutes 

Dates: 25 November 2021, 10:30-12:00 

AGENDA: 

1. Exchange of information on first meeting minutes and meeting new participants  

2. Briefing on developments within EU and Turkey between two meetings  

3. Briefing on B4G programme activities  

4. Information sharing by participating entities on their work on the European Green Deal 
(EGD) and Carbon Border Adjustment (CBA) 

5. Discussion of working methodology of CBA-WG  

6. Recommendations and Closing 

DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS: 

1. Exchange of information on first meeting minutes and meeting new participants: 

- Information was conveyed on the content of the first meeting of WG.  
- The goal of sectors to determine a common position in the framework of EGD Action 

Plan prepared under the coordination of Ministry of Trade was emphasized through WG.  

2. Briefing on developments within EU and Turkey between two meetings: 

The WG Chairperson Bengisu Özenç conveyed important developments that occurred 
between two WGs. Accordingly: 

- The synthesis report prepared by the Secretariat of UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change at the end of October includes nationally determined contributions 
made by the countries for the Convention. According to the report, 113 countries make 
new nationally determined contributions 70 of which aim to achieve net zero target by 
the end of the century. 

- Twenty-sixth Conference of the Parties (COP) held in Glasgow in November was the 
first conference of parties which Turkey attended by ratifying Paris Agreement. Turkey 
withdrew its request to leave Annex 1 before attending the conference. However, 
Turkey will continue to express its request in the upcoming years.  

- Turkey became a party to the Glasgow Breakthrough along with more than 40 countries. 
Four main steps aimed by this agenda was providing clean energy for all countries at the 



 

 

most reasonable price and in a safe way by 2030; recognising zero emission vehicles as 
new normal in the states parties by 2030 and facilitating their accessibility at reasonable 
prices; making zero emission steel production an option for global market; providing 
access to renewable and low-carbon hydrogen. 

- Turkey did not became a party to the declarations particularly about coal. The Global 
Coal to Clean Power Transition Statement, which is one of them, focuses on the 
transition to clean energy in electricity generation. According to another one, Statement 
on International Public Support for the Clean Energy Transition, countries, investment 
banks, and development agencies declared that they would end international 
investments and supports for fossil fuel in energy sector as of the end of 2022. Through 
the Global Methane Pledge, more than 100 countries pledged to reduce global methane 
emissions by 30% from 2020 levels by 2030. Through Beyond Oil & Gas Alliance, 
member countries declared that they would work to phase out fossil fuel.  

- Turkey signed the Glasgow Climate Pact as it was. In Glasgow Climate Pact, while it 
was favourably received to express fossil fuel targets and particularly coal targets, the 
term “phasing out coal power” was replaced by the term “phasing down coal power”, 
which led to the comments that the outputs of Glasgow was weak.  

- Funding for compensation for losses and damages was one of the issues remaining 
unsolved. The debate on the Green Climate Fund still continues. It was announced that 
the target for providing 100 billon dollars for developing countries each year by 2020 
was delayed until 2025.  

- It is expected that the rise in average temperature will reach 2.8℃ by the end of the 
century under current policies and actions. This figure reaches to 1.8℃ even in the 
best-case scenario.  

3. Briefing on B4G programme activities & contributions of participants 

- Şükrü Ünlütürk gave information on the activities of B4G and the developments in the 
context of Green Transformation of Turkish Industry Programme: 

o In addition to advocacy and awareness-raising activities, B4G aims to contribute to 
green transformation of businesses in the field. Accordingly, an end-to-end services 
is being worked on, through which businesses can measure carbon and water 
footprint; from which they will receive consultancy on investment need and lastly 
through which they will communicate with banks to finance that investment.  

o It is aimed to make a baseline assessment at national scale by measuring carbon 
ratios of numerous businesses and products in the context of the programme.  

o The initiative called New Unicorn, which was developed to easily and practically 
measure carbon footprint of a large number of businesses at different scales, 
developed a digital data collection and analysis tool. In the context of the program, it 
is aimed to measure carbon ratios of many business and products and to make a 
baseline assessment at national scale. 

o  Preparations continue for pilot study of the service aiming to support green 



 

 

transformation of businesses.  

- Cem Menase from the New Unicorn team introduced a demo study of the assessment 
system:  

o This tool enables companies to manage carbon on their own in line with the Scopes 
1, 2, 3. 

o The system developed in accordance with ISO standards enables inputs to be 
automatically calculated with appropriate coefficients.  

o Invoices are uploaded for each data item.  

- It was reported that the work was continuing with USB Certification for a verification 
system.  

- TÜRKÇİMENTO pointed out the different needs of large scale industrial facilities. It 
emphasized that Scope 2 and Scope 3 methods should be determined, which were the 
adjustments envisaged by CBAM.  

- TÇÜD stated that it was important to adapt assessment system to large scale companies. 
It emphasized that sectoral organisations had been reporting and verifying in-house 
Scope 1 emissions since 2015. However, it pointed out that the legislation did not gain 
clarity, which specifies the adjustments of Scope 2 and Scope 3 emissions.  

- ASSAN Alüminyum emphasized the need to raise awareness for SMEs and 
non-energy-intensive sectors.  

- Esra Kıvrak from the banking sector stated that it was aimed to integrate carbon 
emissions into lending procedures of banks and cooperate on the impact of those 
measurements on lending decision through that study. Accordingly, she added that new 
question sets could be included in measurement system at the end of the pilot study and 
that there might be sectorial segregation as well. She emphasized that finance sector 
needed that assessment system.  

- Dr. Banu Demir Pakel (Bilkent University faculty member) made a presentation on the 
project which they undertook regarding adaptation to CBAM with funding from JPAL 
(Annex-2). 

o Goals of the Project: Make baseline assessment of carbon emissions resulting from 
production activities of Turkish exporters; design programmes for reducing carbon 
emission; prepare exporters to the EU CBAM which will impose customs tariffs on 
the goods which have carbon emitting production processes; replacing product 
composition of industrial production with less carbon intensive (green technology) 
and high value added products. 

o Things to do during the pilot study: Inform enterprises in CBAM and DE priority 
sectors affected from carbon adjustments relating to possible adverse effects which 
CBAM may cause for them and measures mitigating those adverse effects; guide 
them on the access to cheap funding (e.g. EBRD loans) which they may need for 
green transformation. 



 

 

o Enterprise questionnaire to be shared with participants includes general information 
on the enterprise, information on production (products directly subject to CBAM), 
knowledge/experience of enterprises on state aids and bank loans, their knowledge 
on CBAM and their current carbon measurement status. 

- IMSAD recommended updating the questionnaire by enterprise size. It emphasized that 
it would be difficult to get an answer from large-scale enterprises on financial 
information. 

4. Information sharing by participating entities on their work on EGD and CBA 

- IMSAD stated that the contribution which it would give in line with its institutional 
structure would be dissemination support rather than technical support. 

- IMSAD stated that detail studies on EGD were on-going in Environment-Friendly 
material and Sustainability committees. It added that five training courses were held on 
EGD topics concerning material sector. It pointed out that committees were working for 
a new training programme at that time. Lastly, IMSAD stated that they were ready to 
give all sorts of support. 

- EIB emphasized that the study was valuable, going beyond awareness-raising activities 
and focusing on the field. It stated that a study started in the apparel industry, involving 
approximately 25 enterprises. It added that a group was established in ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals exporters association and that groups would be also established in 
mine and food sectors. Indicating that there were enthusiastic groups and enterprises in 
this regard, it emphasized that the study could be supported.  

- It was pointed out that the issue of carbon border tax should not be delayed and actions 
need to be planned from that day forward. Otherwise, it was emphasized that supply 
problems would occur. 

5. Discussion of working methodology of CBA-WG  

- Response was requested regarding the questionnaire (Expert Inventory Form) sent to 
WG participants on the description of assignment of institution and person. 

- It was stated that it was aimed to accelerate the work to establish an Executive Board. It 
was pointed out that it was aimed to include representatives from sectoral associations, 
knowledgeable enterprises and NGOs in that Executive Board.  

- It was stated that the Executive Board would operate as a task force and would have a 
co-chair. It was stressed that the Executive Board would convene at certain intervals and 
inform the WG. It was stated that the participants who would like to be in/ recommended 
to participate in the Executive Board should contact Bengisu Özenç 
(bengisu@sefia.org) and fill out the questionnaire.  

- It was stated that the meetings of WG would be held every two months; that the opinions 
of WG participants would be received while drafting WG agenda. It was stated that the 
document on the methodology of WGs would be shared with the participants in addition 
to the meeting minutes. (Annex-3)  



 

 

- It was stated that WG members need to be guided in terms of filling out the J-PAL 
questionnaire.  

- It was stated that the method document explaining working methodology of WGs would 
be shared with the participants.  

- IMSAD recommended that the WG meetings held every two months was held on a fixed 
date.  

 

Annex-1 Participants: 
Aygen Erkal (İMSAD [Association of Turkish Construction Material Producers) 

Banu Demir (Bilkent University) 
Başak Demir (B4G) 

Bengisu Özenç (SEFİA) 
Canan Derinöz Gencel (TÜRKÇİMENTO [Turkish Cement Manufacturers' Association) 

Cem Menase (New Unicorn) 
Çiğdem Önsal (EİB) 

Esra Kıvrak (Banking Sector) 
Gülcan Uysalol (ASSAN Alüminyum) 

Güneş Aksoy (B4G) 
Koray Hatipoğlu (TÜDOKSAD [Turkish Foundry Association) 

Merve Birdal Griessl (B4G) 
Nezahat Yıldırım (B4G) 

Nurşen Numanoğlu (TUSIAD) 
Seda Karamanoğlu (J-PAL) 

Serpil Çimen (TÇÜD [Turkish Steel Producers' Association]) 
Simay Kardeş (B4G) 
Şükrü Ünlütürk (B4G) 


